
What is BORG? 
 
Borg is a collective proper noun for a fictional alien race that appears as recurring antagonists 
in various incarnations of the Star Trek franchise. The Borg is a collection of species that have 
been turned into cybernetic organisms functioning as drones of the Collective, or the hive. A 
pseudo-race, dwelling in the Star Trek universe, the Borg forces other species into their 
collective and connects them to "the hive mind"; the act is called assimilation and entails 
violence, abductions, and injections of microscopic machines called Nan probes. The Borg's 
ultimate goal is "achieving perfection". 
 
Aside from being the main threat in Star Trek: First Contact, the Borg play major roles in The 
Next Generation and Voyager television series, primarily as an invasion threat to the United 
Federation of Planets, and serve as the way home to the Alpha Quadrant for isolated 
Federation star ship Voyager. The Borg has become a symbol in popular culture for 
any juggernaut against which "resistance is futile". 
 
The Borg manifest as cybernetically-enhanced humanoid drones of multiple species, 
organized as an interconnected collective, the decisions of which are made by a hive mind, 
linked by subspace radio. The Borg inhabits a vast region of space in the Delta Quadrant of 
the galaxy, possessing thousands of vessels. They operate toward the fulfilment of one 
purpose: to "add the biological and technological distinctiveness of other species to [their] 
own... In pursuit of perfection". The concept of perfection is the unifying idea at the core of 
the Borg. The pursuit of an unemotional, mechanical perfection is the Borg's only 
motivation. This is achieved through forced assimilation, a process which takes individuals 
and technology, enhancing and controlling them. Originally presented as an autonomous 
collective, the ideas of a Borg Queen and central control were introduced in First Contact. 
In their introduction (TNG's "Q Who"), little information is given about the Borg, their origins 
or intentions. In nearly all their encounters, they exhibit no desire for negotiation or reason, 
only assimilation. Exhibiting a rapid adaptability to any situation or threat, the Borg become 
one of the greatest threats to Starfleet and the Federation. Major characters that have escaped 
the Collective after having been assimilated include Jean-Luc Picard and Seven of Nine. 
TV Guide named them #4 in their 2013 list of The 60 Nastiest Villains of All Time.[1] 
 
 


